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Lesson 6.—Perseverance in Christian Work 
Acts 18:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:26 to 2:5 
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66. (2) 
Children at Home 


The Little Gypsy 
By Sara Shields 


The events in this story happened 
many years ago in Northern Ire- 
land. It was in 1859, the year of the 
great revival that God was pleased 
to send in answer to the prayers of 
many of His people. 


ITA was a little gypsy girl. She 

lived in a bright-colored house on 
wheels. It was called a caravan and 
was drawn by horses. 

Lita’s father made tin cooking uten- 
sils and straw baskets, and went around 
the countryside selling them. On mar- 
ket days, held twice a month in the 
towns, Lita’s mother, in gay clothes, 
sang and danced to amuse the folk who 
gathered at the fair. Although she ap- 
peared quite happy and gay to those 
who watched her, Lita’s mother hated 
the life, and longed for a better way- 
of living for her little girl and herself. 
When she tried to tell her husband 
about how she felt, he became very 
angry and shouted: “Don’t speak about 
this ever again. We need the money 
you make singing and dancing at the 
fairs.” 

The poor woman felt desperate at 
times when she thought of her little 
Lita and the dangers to which her 
father was willing to expose her. Al- 
ready he was insisting that his wife 
teach the little girl to sing and dance, 
but so far the mother had refused. How 
long she could hold out against her 
brutal husband she did not know. She 
had thought of taking Lita and running 
away. But where could they go? So 
many people hated the gypsies! How 
could she support her little girl and 
herself? 

One day Lita’s father gave her some 
baskets and told her not to come back 
until she had sold them all. After 
walking what seemed to the little girl 
a long way, she sat down to rest, and, 
being very tired, fell asleep. She awoke 
with a start to find a little girl about 
her ownage looking down at her. The 
little girl’s name was Sally Wray. She 
lived in a nearby farmhouse. 

“Hello,” said Sally. “I was admiring 
your pretty baskets. If you come up 
the lane to our house, my mother might 
buy one.” 

Before Lita could get herself properly 
awakened and on her feet, the gypsy 
caravan drove up and her father, on 
seeing his little girl, got down from the 
driver’s seat and struck her with the 
whip he carried. He had been drinking. 

Sally who knew the man by sight, 
and the bad reputation he had, ran as 
fast as she could up the lane to get her 
father. 

Mr. Wray and his hired man came 
quickly. 

Lita’s father had driven * off, taking 
the baskets with him, but the little girl 
was lying white and still on the ground. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wray were earnest 
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Christians. For several years they had 
been trying to get the other Christians 
in the district to see that they all had 
a responsibility to give the Gospel to 
the gypsy folk who often came among 
them. Now as Mr. Wray. looked down 
at the little girl lying so still on the 
ground, he -resolved that he would, 
that very day, pay this gypsy man a 
visit. 

He carried Lita up to the farmhouse 
and Mrs. Wray made her comfortable 
on a couch near the kitchen fire. Sally 
sat beside her as she drank warm milk 
and ate-nice hot toast. Lita felt safe 
now. Oh, this is a nice house, she 
thought. 

Sally told her to lie back and rest, 
but Lita tried to rise. She cried, “Oh, 
please, I must get to my mother! My 
father acts terrible when he gets the 
bad drink.” 

Mr. Wray thought the little girl should 
remain with them until he could see her 
father, so he offered to drive to the 
gypsy camp and get her mother. 

Lita couldn’t understand these good 
people and their kind ways. In all her 
life she hadn’t known such kindness. 
She wished her mother could be here 
with her; and now this good*man was 
going to get her! 

Mr. Wray now had the opportunity 
he longed for—to talk to the gypsy man. 

Lita’s father acted sullen when Mr. 
Wray spoke to him. He said, “We are 
gypsies, and people believe only bad 
of us.” Mr. Wray, while he reminded 
the man that there were laws in the 
land to protect his wife and daughter 
from his brutality, also let him know 
that there were those who cared for 
his soul. 

The man was amazed when Mr. Wray 
said, “Next Sunday afternoon we are 
holding a meeting in our barn. Won't 
you come, friend?” : 

‘Did you call me friend?” 
Lita’s father in great surprise. 

“Yes,” replied Mr. Wray, “and I can 
tell you of One who will be the best 
Friend you ever had. Come on Sun- 
day and hear about Him.” 

The man allowed his wife to go with 
Mr. Wray to be with Lita, and the 
woman was just as surprised as her 
husband at the Wrays’ kindness. She 
had seen Mrs. Wray at the fair, and 
often this good Christian woman had 
gone out of her way to smile and speak 
kindly to her. 

Mrs. Wray liked the kind of songs the 
gypsy woman had been singing and had 
noted the yearning in her eyes and in 
her voice as she sang. She had been 
praying for her since the first day she 
heard her sing. Now God was order- 
ing things so she could talk to this poor 
woman in her home. Since the great 
spiritual awakening from the Lord had 
begun in Ireland, the Wrays had been 
privileged to point several: people to 
Christ, and now they longed to win 
this gypsy family to Him. 

Mrs. Wray and Sally made Lita’s 
mother feel at home, and after they 
had had supper, Mr. Wray read from 
God’s Word, and they all kneeled while 
he talked to Him. This was all so 
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strange to Lita and her mother, but 
what a lovely feeling it gave them! 
They felt God’s presence in that home 
even though they could not understand 
it. : 

Sally took Lita outside to show her 
the garden, and the little girl had never 
felt so happy. She timidly asked Sally 
to tell Ker about the Saviour her father 
had talked about. 

Sally Wray knew the Lord Jesus as 
her own Saviour, and now He was giv- 
ing her the wonderful opportunity to 
tell this little gypsy girl of His great 
love for her and all children. So Sally 
told the Gospel story, simply, to her 
little new friend, and when she had 
finished, Lita, with wonder in her eyes 
and awe in her voice, said, “Oh, I love 
Him! I love Him! I want Him for my 
Saviour, too!” 

Inside the house Mrs. Wray found 
that Lita’s mother had been given some 
teaching in her early childhood by a 
godly grandmother. Now, with a sob 
in her voice, Lita’s mother said, “My 

(Continued on page 79) ” 
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Old Hearts That Love Him 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


LD hands that tremble have so lit- 
tle left 
That they can do. 
seems to ask 
For that lost joy of which they are 
bereft, 
The joy of sharing some small, simple 
task 


Their fumbling 


Old feet that totter have nowhere to go, 
But, though confined, they cannot 
quite forget: 
In restless rhythm of the tapping toe, 
In ceaseless rocking, they seem going 
yet. 


Old hearts that love Him still may 
carry on; 
Their work is never done: By word, 
by look, 
They make the Saviour real. 
toil be gone, 
Old hands that tremble still can hold 
the Book; 
Old feet, that totter, tap the tunes of 


Though 


grace; 
Old hearts that love Him can reflect 
‘His face. 
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Worship, the Key to Blessing 


At several points in Scripture we 
may see that worship should be our first 
step in approaching God when we bring 
our petitions to Him. David said, “De- 
light thyself also in the Lord; and he 
Shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart” (Psa. 37:4). A New Testament 
illustration of this is found in the rec- 
ord of the Canaanite woman who asked 
the Lord Jesus to heal her daughter 
who was “grievously vexed with a 
devil” (Matt. 15:21-28). At first, “he 
answered her not a.word,” and later 
said, “I am not sent but unto the lost 


sheep of the house of Israel.” The 
record continues: “Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help 
me.” This called forth a further re- 
sponse from the Lord to which the 
woman again made an answer; but fi- 
nally the Lord commended her faith 
and healed the daughter. This fits the 
pattern given us in the Lord’s Prayer, 
where He taught His disciples to say, 
“Our Father which art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:9, 10). After this 
come the petitions for daily bread and 
forgiveness and protection from temp- 
tation. The Lord Jesus said to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, “But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him” 
(John 4:23). Again, in Hebrews, we 


ve 


read: “But without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him” (11:6). Worship- 
ing God for His might, mercy, wisdom, 
and grace, prepares the heart to be 
completely submissive to His will and 
to receive thankfully the blessings He 
may have to give us: either through 
pleasant or unpleasant experiences. 
Somewhat the same thought is ex- 
pressed in another Psalm, “Be still, 
and know that I am God” (46:10). 
This expression, “be still,” can be trans- 
lated “let be” (A.S.V., marg.) It is the 
thought of taking our hands off, not 
interfering, but trusting God to work 
out His purposes. One reason why He 
can give us the desires of our heart if 
we delight ourselves in Him (Psa. 37: 
4) is that our wills then coincide with 
His. 
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2. At the Feet of Jesus 


For Healing 
By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


N THE New Testament a number of 
people are spoken of as being at 
the feet of Jesus. They were there 

for~a special purpose and it is interest- 
ing to note what their conditions were 
and what they received. : 

Let us look at a passage in Matthew’s 

Gospel, which reads as follows: “And 
there came unto him great multitudes, 
having with them the lame, blind, 
dumb, maimed, and many others, and 
they cast them down at his feet; and 
he healed them: insomuch that the 
multitude wondered, when they saw 
the dumb speaking, the maimed whole, 
and the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing: and they glorified the God of 
Israel” (15:30, 31, A.S.V.). These verses 
make very plain the condition of those 
who were at the feet of Jesus and why 
they were there. They were afflicted 
with all sorts of diseases and were in 
desperate need, for as Matthew states, 
they were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, 
and there were many others also. 
Their condition ‘was so desperate that 
most of them doubtless had been given 
up by their friends as hopeless cases. 
In all probability, they had tried all 
the remedies they could afford, but to 
no avail. Now as a last resort, their 
friends brought them and cast them at 
the feet of Jesus Christ in the hope 
that He might do something for them. 
These people were there for healing. 

The very fact that the great multi- 

tude did this shows us two things con- 


cerning their attitude toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It reveals very clearly 
their estimation of His power and also 
of His sympathy, or the way in which 
He made use of His power. In ac- 
cordance with the Gospel records no 
one ever went to the Lord in need and 
in faith who came away unsatisfied or 
disappointed. No disease was too seri- 
ous for Him to heal, no problem too 
complex for Him to solve, and no need 
too great for Him to meet and to meet 
fully by the exercise of His divine 
authority and the use of His divine 
power. His power was unique and the 
fact that on no single occasion did He 
fail in accomplishing His purpose, or 
did He meet a situation that was too 
difficult for Him, is one of the very 
clear lines of evidence of His deity 
and that He was indeed God’s only 
begotten Son. Not only was His mighty 
power in itself a unique testimony to 
His person; almost equally unique and 
equally strong an evidence of His deity 
was the way in which He made use of 
that power. It was never used in the 
interests of His own comfort or to en- 
hance His own reputation. On a num- 
ber of occasions the Pharisees and the 
priests came to Him demanding a sign 
and promising that if He wrought a 
miracle, they would believe, but such 
a request was never granted. ' 

All through Scripture we can discern 
what might be called a divine economy 
in the use of supernatural power. God 
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does not choose to expend His divine 
energy on behalf of men simply for 
purposes of display or vainglory, and 
the same thing applied to the mighty 
works that were done by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He never did them for Himself 
or for those who were moved by idle 
curiosity. We find the greatest mani- 
festation among and on behalf of those 
who were in greatest need and who 
had no one to whom they could turn 
for help or for comfort. It was a heart 
full of the deepest sympathy for the 
oppressed and the sorrowing that 
prompted Him to do many of His 
greatest works, with no thought of re- 
ceiving anything in return save grati- 
tude and increased faith. This faith 
was very clearly revealed by the com- 
mon people who constantly crowded 
around Him, pressing upon Him with 
their own needs, and those of their 
sick friends and relatives, in full cc1- 
fidence that they would never be driven 
off with harsh words or blows, nor 
would they be met with the excuse 
that He was too tired or too busy to 
see them. At times so great were the 
demands made upon Him that neither 
He nor the disciples with Him had 
sufficient time even for eating, and we 
read how He, knowing their needs, 
took them off into the quiet countryside 
so that they might enjoy a _much- 
needed rest. 

The multitudes, as we have seen, had 
full confidence in His power to do the 
impossible and to heal their friends 
who were apparently hopelessly dis- 
eased, and they had full confidence also 
in His tender and sympathetic heart 
which would never refuse to meet their 
needs. The result was that they came 
to Him in great numbers, bringing their 
sick and casting them at His feet. The 
expression “at his feet” is a very sug- 
gestive one and it indicates not only 
the place occupied by the sick and the 
needy, but it also suggests something 
of their attitude and state of mind. 
“At his feet” is the place of humility, 
where a man would go who is con- 
scious that his need is far beyond his 
own power to meet it and he is ready 
to confess that helplessness of his be- 
fore One who is mighty and who is 
able to do for him that which he can 
never do for himself. “At his feet” is 
also the position of a supplicant, of 
one who utterly casts himself upon 
the mercy and grace of Him at whose 
feet he lies and who makes sincere 
and intense pleas that that mercy and 
grace might be extended to him. 

The Results.—The results were always 
the same—He healed everyone, per- 
fectly and instantaneously, and without 
demanding anything in return. It is 
not difficult to imagine the state of 
mind of many of those people as they 
returned to their homes with hearts 
full of praise and gratitude for what 
Christ Jesus had done for ‘them. 
Crutches and canes were discarded, lit- 
ters thrown away, no longer were the 
blind dependent on others to lead them 
about the narrow streets and the wind- 
ing country roads, and no longer were 
those who had come to Him as lepers 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying, This is 
the way, walk ye in it” (Isa. 30: 
21). 




















required to walk about crying, “Un- 
clean, unclean!” as a warning to all 
passers-by not to come too close for 
fear of becoming infected with the 
dread disease. Whoever was placed at 
the feet of Jesus did not remain there 
long—of that we can be certain. With 
a touch of His healing hand to comfort 
and to reassure, or with a word of 
calm authority, they were miraculously 
restored and went away rejoicing over 
the reality of the experience and over 
the new power that had come into 
their bodies and lives and had com- 
pletely changed and transformed the 
whole outlook. 

What took place then has been tak- 
ing place ever since in the hearts and 
lives of multitudes all over the world, 
in a very real and literal way. I am 
thinking not so much of those physi- 
cally diseased, although it is true of 
many such, but I am thinking particu- 
larly of those with spiritual troubles 
and ailments, whose hearts are bur- 
dened with sorrows, fears, unhappiness, 
and failures, and with a sense of help- 
lessness and ineffectiveness in the face 
of situations and difficulties that seem 
mountain-high and far beyond their 
ability to cope with. The one place for 
all such is at the feet of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If they will fall there in hum- 
ble confession of their utter inability 
and in dependence upon His deep com- 
passion and His infinite power, He is 
always ready to meet them and to give 
to them the touch of healing and the 
word of assurance and comfort which 
will instantaneously bring new joy into 
their hearts, new power into their 
lives, and will give victory in the place 
of defeat. The days in which we are 
living are very full indeed of terrible 
sorrow and suffering for multitudes all 
over the world. Even in our own coun- 
try I have been impressed with the 
great numbers of those who are in sor- 
row and anxiety; I am meeting such 
people all the time. I am always more 
than glad to introduce them to the 


Lord Jesus Christ and then to watch . 


Him as He deals with them. When- 
ever they are ready to cast themselves 
at His feet in confession of their need 
and helplessness and of their faith in 
His mercy and power, He never fails to 
hear their cry and to step into the situ- 
ation whatever it may be, bringing 
comfort and assurance, and giving peace 
and joy in the place of anxiety and 
sorrow. 

The people of whom we have been 
thinking were at the feet of Jesus for 
healing because of their desperate need 
and their hopeless condition. If any 
of you who are reading this are con- 
scious of some specially deep need, let 
me ask you to cast yourselves at His 
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feet and look to Him in faith and trust 
to meet that need in your life and al- 
low Him to work in you and for you to 
do that which is utterly beyond your 
power. As He does so He will bring 
new joy and victory into your heart 
and the whole picture will change both 
for your blessing and for His honor 
and glory. 

Prayer: Our loving Heavenly Father, 
again we would turn to Thee in praise 
and gratitude for Thy great goodness 
and love toward us and we would cast 
ourselves at Thy feet in humility and 
loyal obedience, that Thou wouldst 
touch us, supply our needs, removing 
our burdens, and send us on our way 
rejoicing. This we ask in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


(To be continued) y 
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Dr. Pierre Wilds DuBose 


R. P. W. DUBOSE, principal of 

Hampden DuBose Academy, Zell- 
wood, Fla., died in the Florida Sani- 
tarium, Orlando, on Tuesday morning, 
December 15, as the result of a stroke. 
He was 67. 

At present writing, according to the 
plans made, the funeral service will be 
held on Wednesday, December 16, in 
the Tabernacle on the school grounds. 
The following ministers will take part 
in the service: the Rev. J. Powell 
Tucker, pastor emeritus of the First 
Baptist Church, Orlando; Dr. Luther 
Price, assistant pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Orlando; Dr. A. C. 
Snead of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance; Jack Wyrtzen, the well-known 
director of the Word of Life Broadcast, 
New York City, and the camps at 
Schroon Lake, N. Y.; and the Rev. 
Roy Gustafson. 

The body will be laid to rest in a 


(Continued on page 79) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Shall We Pray for the Lost? 


I was astonished recently when 
one of the women of my Bible class 
rebuked another for praying for the 
lost! She earnestly informed her that 
nowhere in the Bible were we com- 
manded to pray for the lost. Only 
the Holy Spirit was needed to deal 
with them. 

This woman, we had thought, ,was 
well grounded in the Word. She 
learned this peculiar view from 
“Bible teachers in the North.” 

Hardly able to believe that such a 
view is prevalent anywhere in fun- 
damental circles, I nevertheless un- 
dertook to answer it in the enclosed 
brief article—Mrs. E. R. Enlow, Day- 
tona Beach, Fla. 

With this letter Mrs. Enlow, who has 
frequently written for THE SuNnpDAY 
ScHoot Times, sent an article entitled 
“Praying for the Lost,” which will be 
found on page 70 of this issue. 
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2. Gospel Lessons From the Tabernacle 


How sinners may come to God 


AVED by Christ from our sins at 

the altar of sacrifice, cleansed at 
the laver of purification, we are ready 
to go on to closer contact with God. 
It is through Christ, the way, pictured 
by this second blue, purple, scarlet, and 
white curtain, that we enter. This holy 
place pictures our spiritual nearness to 


God in Heaven though our feet are- 
_ still on earth. 


“God . . . hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 

On the right stands a gold-covered 
table holding twelve loaves of bread, 
the table of the shewbread. Only the 
priests might eat of this holy bread, 
put on fresh every Sabbath. What does 
Christ say about Himself as bread? 
“I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger” (John 6:35), 
and in a later verse (63), “the words 
that I speak unto you... are life.” 
Do you feast your heart on Him and 
His words as given in His Book? If 
you depend only on the pastor’s break- 
ing the bread of life to you on the 


Lord’s Day—as the priests ate of this § 


bread but once a week—you will have 
scanty fare. It is our privilege to have 
a continual feast from the printed Word 
in our hands with the Spirit of God as 
our teacher. 


One Method of “Feeding” 

I pass on to you one method of 
“feeding” that I* have found helpful. 
Instead of reading a certain number 
of verses or chapters each day, read 
until a thought catches hold of you: 
some new understanding of God that 
thrills you with adoration, some con- 
viction of sin that leads to fresh 
commitment of yourself to God in re- 
pentance, some command to carry out, 
some inspiration of encouragement 


‘for your life for, the day—a message 


from God to you. Then, not only think 
it over, pray it over, but write it down. 
Think of that message from God to 
you often during the day. Frequently 
you will find it can be passed on to 
others: a testimony for prayer meet- 
ing perhaps, a helpful thought in a 
conversation or a letter. “Break .Thou 
the bread of life, dear Lord, to me.” 

In this holy place, close to God, we 
not only find food for our souls, but 
light. On our left stands a solid gold 
lampstand, or candlestick, with seven 
branches each holding a lighted lamp. 
Again the Lord Jesus interprets for us: 
“I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life” 
(John 8:12). How often we want guid- 
ance ‘and light amidst the problems of 
life! Here we can find it from Him 
who sees all and knows all. One time 
I counseled with my pastor concerning 
two propositions for Christian service. 
“Unless the Lord leads otherwise, I 
Should consider the second the better 


In last week’s issue of the Times, 

with the first installment of Miss 

Dow’s article, a list of books, models, 

charts, etc., of the Tabernacle was 
given. 








one,” ‘was his advice. My heart. was 
still unsettled and unsatisfied. That 
evening at prayer meeting a young 
woman in her testimony quoted: 
“Thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30: 
21). As I trusted in that promise, the 
Lord settled my heart with His own 
guidance and illumination: neither of 
the propositions was for me. 

Notice the side branches. Not only 
is Christ our light, but joined to Him, 
as He said, “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches” (John 15:5), so He _ says: 
“Ye are the light of the world... . 
Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:14, 16). The oil which 
keeps the lamps burning pictures the 
Holy Spirit: “Be filled with the Spirit” 
(Eph. 5:18). 

Here in front of us is a third picture 
of our contact with God, the very 
closest, right next to the last curtain 
separating us from His very presence! 
On a golden altar, incense from a 
golden censer, thrown on burning coals, 
sends up a fragrant cloud. David in 
the Old Testament interprets this for 
us: “Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense” (Psa. 141:2). Reve- 
lation gives another picture: “golden 
vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints” (5:8). Also: “An- 
other angel came and stood at the altar, 
having a golden censer; and there was 
given unto him much incense, that he 
should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne. And the smoke 
of the incense, which came with the 
prayers of the saints; ascended up be- 
fore God” (8:3, 4). I think Christ is 
that angel, He who “ever liveth to 
make _intercession”—‘“intercession for 
us” (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34), He in whose 
name we pray. 


'Tis the blessed hour of prayer 
When our hearts lowly bend— 
What a balm for the weary! 
O how sweet to be there! 


The Need for Cleansing 

Do we maintain. this contact with 
God in worship, adoration, praise, in- 
tercession for our own needs and the 
needs of others? Suppose we cannot 
offer public prayer in prayer meeting. 
Why are our private prayers not an- 
swered? Could it be we forgot to stop 
at the laver for cleansing before we 
entered this holy place? We are 
warned: “Your iniquities have sepa- 
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rated between you and your God” (Isa. 
59:2). 

Last of all, we will look into the holy 
of holies—so sacred that even the high 
priest entered but once a year, with 
blood for himself and people—the very 
spot where God lives! It is shut off 
by a curtain, a veil of blue, purple, 
scarlet, and white, with embroidered 
angels. At the crucifixion of the Lord 
this separating curtain in the Temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom, 
giving access even to this holy spot 
(Mark 15:38; Heb. 10:19, 20). 

What is there here? A wooden box, 
covered with gold inside and out, called 
the ark of the covenant, containing the 
Ten Commandments; it has a cover of 
solid gold, shaded by two worshiping 
angels with extended wings, known as 
the mercy seat. Between these angels, 
on the mercy seat, where the blood has 
been sprinkled, a holy God reveals 
Himself in fiery glory called by the 
Hebrews the Shekinah. From here 
God’s voice spoke to Moses and Samuel 
and others who had “ears to hear.” 


The One Through Whom We Enter 

This holy of holies pictures a place 
we cannot as yet enter—Heaven itself— 
the intimate abode of God. “Christ is 
not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself” (Heb. 
9:24). The colors of the curtain-veil 
remind us again that it is Christ 
through whom we enter. He has as- 
sured us: “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions ...I go to prepare a 
place for you.... I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also... . 
No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:2, 3, 6). The blessed 
fellowship of that glorious place is pic- 
tured by other visual aids in the two 
closing chapters of the Bible. 

O that will be glory for me,... 
When by His grace 
I shall look on His face, 
That will be glory ... for me. 

Friend, where are you? Are you still 
outside—with no means of approach to 
a loving but holy God, because you 
have not come through Christ, the only 
way there is? Lost! Separated for- 
ever! No contact! . 

Have you accepted the Lord Jesus as 
your substitute, His blood as the atone- 
ment for your sins? Have you come to 
the cross, and received God’s forgive- 
ness and parden? If not, “now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). If you have, 
have you gone on with Christ? So 
many Christians seem never to get be- 
yond the bronze altar of forgiveness! 
That is only the beginning! Have you 
been to the laver recently—cleansing 
your life of its faults, confessing, for- 
saking them? 

‘Are you in the heavenly places in 
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spirit, feeding on Christ, the Word? 
Have you -been receiving light and 
guidance? Have you been worshiping 
and gaining strength through prayer? 
Are you, perhaps, standing on the 
very threshold of Heaven? 
“Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 


Praying for the Lost 
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power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever’—“for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood”—“and hath made us... . priests 
unto God. ... Amen” (Rev. 5:13, 9; 1:6). 


Orono, MAINE. 


(See “Notes on Open Letters,” page 68) 


HE Bible teaches—and saints of all 
ages have practiced—praying for the 
lost. 

Nothing could give Satan more mali- 
cious satisfaction than to be able to 
convince a Christian that he should not 
or need not pray for the lost. 

An intercessor is one who pleads 
with God for men; identifying himself 
with the plight of the sinner, calling 
on the only One who can deliver, by 
the Holy Spirit. 

God weeps over our hard hearts. 
“And he saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no in- 
tercessor” (Isa. 59:16)—no one to stand 
in the gap. He works through men, 
burdening one for the other. 

Moses, Daniel, Paul, David Living- 
stone, David Brainerd, John R. Hyde, 
Rees Howells—a few who prevailed 
with God for men—accomplished far 
more on their knees than the many 
who are willing to plant the seed but 
are not willing to water it with their 
tears. 

With groanings that cannot be ut- 
tered, “Praying Hyde” literally gave 
his life in prayer for India, as Brainerd 
did for his beloved American Indians, 
and Livingstone for Africa. 

Paul’s heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel was that they might be 
saved. He exhorts Timothy “that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; .. . For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our Sav- 
iour; who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Tim. 2:1, 3, 4). 

The wills of men are bound by Satan. 
The deceitfulness of riches, the stony 
places, and the thorns are choking the 

. seed even as we plant it. 

“He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psa. 126:6). Those 
godly tears are necessary to soften the 
ground. They are the Spirit-burdened 
prayers of the saved for the lost. 

That such prayer is born in the heart 
of God-and wrought out.in us by His 
Holy Spirit was revealed to me years 
ago as I prayed insistently for a young 
man whom I did not know. All I 
knew was that he was lost and dying; 
but so were thousands of others all 
around me. 

The fight for that particular soul at 
that particular time was won five 
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months later, with so many attending 
miracles that I could then understand 
the urgency that had puzzled me be- 
fore. This man became, himself, an 
intercessor, especially for Spanish- 
speaking peoples. 

For two years, recently, he prayed 
for Barcelona, Spain. Then the Lord 
sent him there to open the way for 
large shipments of Bibles and Gospels 
to be poured into that needy land. 
Gates of brass and bars of iron have 
been melted away in the white-hot 
fire of his fervent prayers. 

During the four years of World War 
II, I was moved to pray for another 


lad I had never seen and knew little; 


about. He had spent much of his short 
life in jails and was at the time under 
a ten-year sentence in Joliet Peniten- 
tiary. 

My heart was tender with my own 
personal grief, which the Lord in His 
gracious purposes for eternity used to 
weep over this boy, so lost and alone 
and helpless in the power of the Enemy. 
My husband had just gone Home to 
Glory; my six sons were fighting all 
over the world for Uncle Sam, as well 
as the good fight of faith for their 
Saviour. My father and then my 
mother died. My prayer list was long 
and urgent. 

Yet this one Heaven-born plea 
burned within me for two years until 
the Spirit made known to me that he 
would be saved. For two years more 
I continued to pray and praise for 
him, most of the time with all signs 
vigorously denying the sure witness in 
my heart. 

He is now a grateful, radiant Chris- 
tian, gladly giving his testimony in 
jails—trusted and beloved in the city in 
which he lives. 

Who but the Lord could bring such 
miracles to pass? With some, we have 
a natural interest and concern and can 
point to various means that contributed 
to their salvation, along with our 
prayers. 

But a supernatural burden—the Holy 
Spirit operating freely in the intercessor 
—with no usual or visible means of 
influencing the one for whom we are 
praying is so obviously of God that 
the results are certain and wonderful. 

We are to pray one for another. It 
is important to intercede for the whole 
household of faith, the family of. God. 
Our missionaries depend upon it; tried 
and tempted ones would fall without 
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it. The revival for which we plead must 
come to and through Christians. 

But God needs, also, intercessors for 
a perishing world, for certain areas at 
certain times, for individuals who are 
the called according to His purpose. 

Let us. not fail to enter into the cry 
of the Saviour from the cross where 
He was dying to redeem those who 
were crucifying Him, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do” 
(Luke 23:34). 

DayYTONA BEACH, FLA. 


ve 


First Christian Fellowship 
Caribbean Cruise 


AILING from New York on Wednes- 
day, February 17 at 11 am, a 
Christian Fellowship Cruise will begin 
a nineteen-day vacation to the Carib- 
bean Sea. Think of avoiding almost 
three weeks. of what is normally the 
winter’s most inclement weather at 
home, to cruise in the beautiful tropical 
waters southeast of Florida’s tip. Of 
course, on board ship there will be some 
passengers who will not have the same 
convictions regarding the Christian faith 
and conduct, however, the members of 
the Christian Fellowship party will find 
abundant Christian fellowship in their 
own group as they enjoy together won- 
derful experiences of sailing and sight- 
seeing that always attend the tours 
sponsored by THE SunDAY ScHOOL TIMES. 
The Empress of England—air-condi- 
tioned, streamlined, and stabilized—will 
be the ship used in this first winter 
vacation cruise in southern waters. She 
is 25,500 tons, 640 feet long and has 
every conceivable convenience for the 
passenger’s enjoyment. She is owned 
by the Canadian Pacific and is quite 
in keeping with all the other ships and 
hotels operated by this well-equipped | 
company which is actually the oldest 
company in the winter cruise field. The 
ship is a five-decker, with fourteen 
different public rooms—eleven on the 
promenade deck. There are four pas- 
senger elevators and two swimming 
pools indoors and out. 

The ship will stop for at least a day 
at nine different ports and will provide | 
comprehensive sightseeing tours at 
seven of them. St. Thomas in the Vir- 
gin Islands; Granada of St. George’s 
Island; Port of Spain on the Island of 
Trinidad; LaGuaira in Venezuela, with 
a trip to fabulous Caracas; Curacao; 
Cristobal, with a trip to the Canal and 
to Panama; Kingston; and Nassau are 
among these ports. Included also is a 
long day in Haiti, where a great sight- 
seeing tour ‘is arranged to the capital 
and its environs. This capital, Port- 
au-Prince, is one of two Negro republic 
capitals, the other being Monrovia in 
Liberia, Africa. It is unlike any other 
capital city—a mixture of elegance and 
crudeness, of sophistication and primi- 
tiveness. The streets are jammed with 
automobiles and  burros. Peasant 
women walk with huge baskets of vege- 
tables on their heads. There are pseudo 
chateaux and houses on stilts. But 
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Lesson for February 7 





everywhere there is color, gaiety, and 
charm. While in this capital city the 
party will visit the famous Iron market, 
which is filled with an amazing variety 


of merchandise. It extends for: two 
blocks and is roofed over with iron, 
hence its name. Everything is for sale 
here and the market never closes. The 


exhibition grounds, City Hall, the Ca- 
thedral (built in. 1720), the Episcopal 
Church noted for its murals—all that 
is of interest in the city will be seen 
as the sight-seeing cars travel along. 
The drive will proceed through the 
fine residential areas and thence to the 


Heaven's My Home 


The word-for-word testimony of a 12-year-old 
girl dying of brain cancer 


669 ET’S talk about Jesus, Mother. 

Tell me more about Him. Will 
He take me in His arms and talk to me 
like He does to the children in the pic- 


ture? I know He will. His kind eyes 
will look down on me. That would be 
my reward.” 


This article is not designed to evoke 
sympathy for days now passed. God 
gave comfort when it was most needed. 
It is just an attempt to give forth the 
testimony of a child as to the reality 
of Heaven, and to exemplify the truth 
in Matthew 18:3, “Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” ‘ 

“Mother, please read to me in the 
Bible about Heaven. It’s so wonderful 
there—no more night, no more pain. 
Jesus doesn’t send pain, does He, 
Mother? I know it’s Satan. Jesus 
wouldn’t torment a little child like me 
who loves Him. I want to be brave and 
bear it like He did on the cross for me. 
He suffered more than I do, lots more. 
I shouldn’t ‘gripe.’ I'll bear it for His 
sake. He’s with me all the time. He 
never leaves me or forsakes me. Isn’t 
it wonderful to know that I’m on my 
way to Heaven? 

“I may feel sick and terrible, but I 
have so much to be thankful for, my 
comfortable bed, good food to eat, even 
though it doesn’t stay down, and my 
family to be with. You'll read to me, 
won’t you, and I can listen to my radio, 
too. I think that God is putting me 
through a test or trial. He wouldn’t 
torture a little child like me for no good 
reason. I’m so glad I’m saved. It’s 
wonderful to be a Christian. This sick- 
ness has really brought me closer to 
God. I want to pray now: 

“Sometime we shall see the wonders 
of Thy glory, Lord Jesus. Let me be 
patient until it is time. It will be so 
wonderful. I want to pray for those 
who are ‘way more worse’ than I am, 
with their sorrows and pains. Amen. 

‘Mommy, I want to tell you some- 
thing. Sit down by my bed. Last night 
Jesus came to my room. He really did. 
You won’t be able to believe it, but it’s 
true. There was a wonderful bright 
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village of Kenscoff at an altitude of 
five thousand feet. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the party through- 
out. Already many people who have 
gone on former Alaska and Hawaii 
tours are making inquiry. If you are 
interested, write to Mr. Jaeger for the 
circular “Let’s Go Cruising This Win- 
ter,” ‘which gives all detailed informa- 
tion, including prices, and it will be 
sent to you immediately. Address Mr. 
Jaeger at the Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. Thirteenth St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 





light just as if the sun started to shine 
in the night. I saw Jesus standing with 
His arms stretched out like this. He 
was saying, ‘Come.’ I wanted to go 
right then, but I’m glad I didn’t now 
because I can tell you about it. It’s 
always light where Jesus is, isn’t it? 
I wish that you could have seen Him 
too. 

“I don’t mind about not having any 
more birthday parties. I’ve had such 
nice ones. I won’t be able to ever go 
back to school again either. Something 
seems to tell me so. There’s just one 
thing that makes me not want to go to 
Heaven. Who will talk to my friend 
after I die? I’m afraid that there isn’t 
anyone to tell him, and he doesn’t know 
the real way. I want him to go to 
Heaven too. 

“My money is in my little bank, you 
know. I was saving it for a camera, but 
just divide it up with my brothers and 
sister. Like Daddy says, ‘You can’t take 
it with you.’ 

“Thank you, Lord Jesus, for my fam- 
ily. Thank you, everyone, for all the 
nice things you did for me. Have I for- 
gotten anything? I’m really ready to 
go. Why do I have to wait? Why does 
it take so long to get there? 

“Roll Jordan, roll. What does that 
mean? Can’t I go to Heaven until I 
hear Jordan roll? I’m listening, but I 
don’t hear it. Can you go with me as 
far as the river and hold my hand? 
Daddy will pray for me, and you'll hold 
my hand. I won’t be afraid. It just 
came over me now, how wonderful it 
would be to close my eyes and wake up 
in Heaven! i 

“Pull up the shade, Mother, it’s so 
dark. What time is it? Ten o’clock in 
the morning? It looks like night to me. 
It seems as if someone had pulled down 
a big dark curtain. Mother, I can’t see 
you very well. Come 
know it’s you, but I can’t see you at 
all. Do you think I am getting blind? 
Someone just brought flowers to the 
front door. I heard the door bell ring. 
Bring them close to me. I can’t see 
them either. Please bring them even 
closer so I can smell them. No, I’m not 
really crying. I’m just a little sad be- 
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cause I -can’t see my pretty flowers. 
Tell me how they look. I can smell 
them anyway. Do you think that I am 
going to be blind for always? 

“I just had a happy thought. If I 
can see anything until I get to Heaven, 
then the first face that I shall see will 
be Jesus. He’ll smile at me. I know 
He will. I’m really homesick for 
Heaven. I was homesick at camp, I 
was homesick at my girlfriend’s house, 
I was even homesick at my cousin’s 
house. But now I’m really homesick 
because I’m homesick for Heaven. That’s 
my real.-home. And I want to see Jesus. 
Then I will be able to sing: 


Once I was blind, but now I can see 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 

“Now I’m getting another bad pain. 
Maybe this is the one that’s going to 
take me to Heaven. I’m getting stiff. 
Look at my fingers. Mother, please get 
the shot ready. I won’t cry for the 
needle. Daddy, please pray. Someone 
hold my hand. Thank you, Mommy. 
Thank you, Daddy. Yes, God, I’m 
ready. 

“I feel better now. Where am I? Is 
this Heaven? Oh, I am so disappointed. 
It will be worth it all, like the song 
says, when I see Jesus. This is really 
the truth. I’d rather have Jesus than 
anything.” 

A cloak of blessed unconsciousness 
enveloped the eager spirit and quieted 
the conversation. Does this child so 
ready to go have to die by inches? 
The Devil asks, “Isn’t God cruel?” No, 
He loves us too much to be unkind. He 
is too faithful to be untrue. It’s a day- 


by-day, moment-by-moment walk of 

faith. 

O for a faith that will not shrink, tho’ pressed 
by every foe, r 


That will not tremble on the brink of any 
earthly woe. 

“When thou’ passest through the 
waters I will be with thee, and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee” 
(Isaiah 43:2). . 

God gives strength and fortitude, 
passing all human _ comprehension. 
There is even joy and wonderful peace. 
The sting of death is lessened when 
the trusting child is ready to meet God. 

Four long months later the words of 
the poem could be read: 


Hush hush hush, all the swift gates furl, 
Por the King Himself at the gates of pearl 
Is taking her hand, dear tired ite girl, 
And leading her into Heaven. 


GRAND Rapips, Mica. 

This testimony of the daughter of 
the Rev. David Otis Fuller, D.D., 
pastor of the Wealthy Street Baptist 
Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., may 
be had without charge by addressing 
Dr. Fuller, 605 Deming, S.E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

we 


He who passed through the horror of 
the darkness of Calvary, with the cry of 
forsakenness, is ready to bear you 
company through the valley of the 
shadow of death till you see the sun 
shining upon its further side—F. B. 
Meyer. : 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 7. PERSEVERANCE IN CHRISTIAN 
WORK 


Acts 18:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:26 to 2:5; printed text, Acts 18:1-11; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 


Golden Text.—Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding ir the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.—1 Cor. 15:58 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth; 

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome: ) 
and came unto them. , 

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were 
tentmakers. 

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and 
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. 

5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Mace- 
donia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the 
Jews that Jesus was Christ. 

6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, 
he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be 
upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go 
unto the Gentiles. : 

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain 
man’s house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose 
house joined hard to the synagogue. 


on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians 
hearing believed, and were baptized. D 

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in this city. 

11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching 
the word of God among them. 


1 Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you 
the testimony of God. 

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power: 

. 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the. Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AUL’S second missionary journey 
P commenced and ended. at Antioch 

in Syria (cf. Acts 15:35, 36; 18: 
22). It included a tour through Asia 
Minor and into Europe. Philippi, Thes- 
salonica, Berea, and Athens heard the 
Gospel. Then Paul moved on to Cor- 
inth where he taught the Word of God 
for a year and a half (18:11). 

Like other Grecian centers, Corinth 
prided itself on its human wisdom, and 
sought to increase its prestige and 
power. Do not be surprised that when 
Paul later writes to the Corinthian 
church, he has so much to say about 
the wisdom of God in opposition to 
the wisdom of men, and about divine 
power as over against the power of 
men (e.g., 1 Cor. 1:17, 21-24, 27; 2:1, 
4, 5). 

In Corinth Paul followed his familiar 
pattern. He declared the Gospel to 
Jews first (Acts 18:4), and when they 
blasphemed he turned to the Gentiles 
(v. 6). A divided reaction greeted 
his efforts. While many believed and 
were baptized (v. 8), hostile Jews pro- 
voked an insurrection against Paul. It 
was probably this same sort of restless 
spirit among the Jews that had 
prompted the emperor to banish them 
from Rome (v. 2). 

In spite of all opposition, and aware 
of his own personal’ weakness (1 Cor. 
2:3), Paul pressed forward in the 
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preaching of the Cross of Christ (v. 2). 
He knew that Calvary was an offense to 
the sophisticated Greeks and a.stum- 
bling block to Jews who wanted a 
crowned, not a crucified Messiah. Yet 
He fearlessly made known to all who 
would listen that they needed a Saviour 
and that Jesus the Christ (Acts 18:5) 
was that Saviour. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 18:1.—“After these things Paul 
departed from Athens, and came to 
Corinth.” Corinth, on an isthmus west 
of Athens, was the political capital of 
Greece (the Roman proconsul’s resi- 
dence was there). While Athens was 
famed for its intellectual culture, Cor- 
inth was known for its commerce, its 
luxury, and immorality. 

Verse 2—“. . . founda... Jew 
named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately 
come from Italy, with his wife Pris- 
cilla; (because that Claudius had com- 
manded all Jews to depart from Rome:) 
and came unto them.” Pontus was a 
province in Asia Minor. Claudius, the 
fourth Roman emperor (died A.D. 54), 
early favored thé Jews.but later ban- 
ished them from Rome. Priscilla, also 
called Prisca (2 Tim. 4:19), must have 
been a woman of unusual insight (cf. 
her part in the instruction of Apollos, 
Acts 18: 24-26). 

Verse 3.—“. . . because he was of the 
same craft, he abode with them, and 
wrought: for they were tent- 
makers.” All Jewish boys were taught 
some kind of trade. Both Pontus 
(Aquila’s home) and Cilicia (whence 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Paul came) produced excellent goats’ 
hair cloth. Aquila and Paul were prob- 
ably expert in converting such cloth 
into tents. Paul often intimates that 
he was in the habit of supporting him- 
self through secular work (e.g., 1 Cor. 
9: 15-19; 2 Cor. 11:7-13). 


Verse 4—“. . . he reasoned in- the 
synagogue every sabbath .. . persuaded 
the Jews and the Greeks.” “Reasoned” 
is “discoursed” (literally). Paul’s ef- 
fort was to win his listeners to Christ. 
Greeks also attended the synagogue 
worship. The apostle normally sought 
out the synagogue because (1) it was a 
convenient; logical place to speak; (2) 
the Gospel was directed “to the Jew 
first” (Rom. 1:16). 


Verse 5.—“. . . when Silas and Timo- 
theus were come from Macedonia, 
Paul was pressed in the spirit .. . testi- 
fied to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.” 
Paul was “constrained by the word” 
(Greek), ie., to get out the Word of 
God. His teammates, arriving from the 
north, probably brought good news con- 
cerning the effectiveness of forthright 
persuasion; this encouraged Paul to 
press on with holy enthusiasm. 


Verse 6—“. . . when they opposed 
themselves . . . blasphemed, he shook 
his raiment, and said . . . Your blood 
be upon your own heads; I am clean 
... henceforth I will go unto the Gen- 
tiles.” Disbelieving Jews railed ag@inst 
Paul (cf. 13:45). The apostle “shook 
out” (Greek) his garment (cf. Matt. 
10:14), a sign of indignation and of 
severing all ties with the blasphemers. 
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Paul was “free.” He probably had in 
mind the thought expressed in Ezekiel 
99:3, 4. He had discharged his respon- 
sibility to the Corinthian Jews; they 
must bear the brunt of their own in- 
fidelity; he was at liberty to deal with 
the Gentiles (cf. Acts 13:46). 

Verse 7.—“. . . he departed ... en- 
tered into a certain man’s house . 
Justus, one that worshipped God, whose 
house joined hard to the synagogue.” 
Titus Justus (his full name) lived next 
door to the synagogue. He was an un- 
circumcised Gentile, a “proselyte of the 
gate,” who worshiped God but rejected 
some of the Hebrew religious require- 
ments. Paul was safe in his home, 
for the furious Jews would not deign 
to cross his threshold! 

Verse 8.—“. .. Crispus ... chief ruler 
of the synagogue, believed on the Lord 
with all,his house ... many of the 
Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized.” For the faith of households 
see 16:15, 33. Crispus, a man obviously 
held in high honor, was baptized by 
Paul personally (cf. 1 Cor. 1:14). The 
tense of the verbs “believed” and “were 
baptized” indicates a continuing process 
from day to day. 

Verse 9—“Then spake the Lord to 
Paul in the night by a vision, Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy 
peace.” At several crises in his career 
Paul had such encouraging visions (cf. 
9:4-6; 22:17; 27:24). The wonderful 
Lord he so faithfully served was by his 
side in all his experiences. The com- 
mand not to fear but to be bold was 
needed, for hostile Jews were hot on 
Paul’s trail. 

Verse 10:—“For I am with thee... 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have much people in this city.” 
Three reasons are given for fearless- 
ness in the proclamation of the Gos- 
pel: (1) Christ was by Paul’s side (cf. 
Matt. 28:20); (2) Paul would, not be 
personally injured; (3) the Lord had 
His own in Corinth who would respond 
affirmatively. . 


Verse 11.—“. 
year and six months, teaching the word 
of God among them.” During this ex- 
tended period Paul led many to Christ, 
founded the Corinthian church (to which 
he later wrote 1 and 2 Corinthians), and 
without doubt evangelized in neighbor- 
ing areas (cf. reference to the church 
in the Corinthian seaport of Cenchrea, 
Rom. 16:1; and to “the saints which 
are in all Achaia,” 2 Cor. 1:1). 


1 Cor. 2:1—“And I, brethren, when I 
came to you, came not with excellency 
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God.” The “testi- 
mony” is marturion (“witness,” whence 
our word “martyr’”), ie., Paul’s witness 
concerning God (cf. 1 Cor. 1:6). 
“Speech” is literally “word.” The apos- 
tle’s reliance in presenting the Gospel 
was not upon phraseology or mere hu- 


man wisdom. 


Verse 2.—“For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” (See 1:17, 
23.) The central theme of Paul’s 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. January 31.—Responses to the Gos- 
 rainuaecens Acts 17; 1 Thessalonians 1, 2 


Next Week’s Lesson 
7, February 14.—Meeting Organized Op- 


position (Temperance). 
Acts 18:22 to 20:12 








preaching was the person and Messiah- 
ship of the Lord Jesus, but supremely 
His crucifixion. He was aware (1) that 
this theme was repulsive, indeed revolt- 
ing to unbelieving Jews, for they felt 
that crucifixion was reserved for crim- 
inals; and (2) that sophisticated Greeks 
would regard a “religion” that centered 
in a person’s death as absurd (1:23). 
Yet knowing that the Cross is central in 
the plan of salvation, he proclaimed it 
gladly. 

Verse 3—“. . . I was with you in 
weakness ... fear... much trembling.” 
The contrast is between the moral cour- 
age given to Paul by his Lord, and 
his own personal apprehension. He 
claimed little personal boldness, and 
thus implied that his faithful ministry 
and great achievements were entirely of 
God. 

Verse 4—“. . . my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 


of the Spirit and of power.” “Preach- 
ing” is kerugma (Greek, “the thing 
preached,” i.e., the Gospel). Neither 


Paul’s use of words (i.e., his style) nor 
his theme were intrinsically attractive 
to Greeks who “seek after wisdom” (1: 
22). Their success was due to the 
powerful influence exerted on Paul’s 
hearers by the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Thess. 
1:5). 

Verse 5.—“That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God.” Faith built upon the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW was Corinth related to Athens 
geographically and culturally? 

2. Why had Aquila and Priscilla come 
to Corinth? 

3. What two occupations engaged 
Paul’s attention in Corinth? 

4. What three reasons for continued 
witnessing did the Lord give Paul in a 
vision? 

5. What 
came to Christ, 
leader’s occupation? 

6. What accusation did the Jewish 
insurrectionists bring against Paul? 

7. What Roman leader in this record 
is a classic example of indifference, and 
what was his position? 

8. Where did Paul’s second mission- 
ary journey begin .and end? 

9. What does Paul declare to have 
been the central theme of his ministry 
in Corinth? 

10. In what did the secret of Paul’s 
preaching, according to his own testi- 
mony, not lie, and in what did it lie? 


distinguished household 
and what was its 


(Answers on page 77) 
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shallow foundation of human theories 
and opinions is fragile indeed. Paul 
wanted his he irers to be drawn to Christ 
by the compelling power of God, and 
to be established in the faith by that 
same enduring power. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Paul was a man of dogged determina- 
tion. No amount of opposition kept 
him from doing the job assigned to 
him. His experiences in Corinth re- 
veal his steady, uncompromising per- 
severance in making the name of Christ 
known: 

Evidences of his perseverance are 
clear. “Every” Sabbath he witnessed 
in the synagogue (Acts 18:4). Blas- 
pheming Jews did not intimidate him: 
if one door to testimony closed, he 
would open another (v.°6). For eight- 
een months he remained in the city 
teaching the Word. Even an insurrec- 
tion against him and his arrest did not 
disturb him (v. 12). And when he 
finally left Corinth of his own accord 
and arrived in Ephesus (in Asia 
Minor), he repeated his procedure, en- 
tering the synagogue and reasoning 
with the Jews! (v. 19.) 

What was the source of Paul’s in- 
domitable persistence? 

First, the passion burning in his soul 
to preach the Gospel (18:5; cf. 1 Cor. 
9:16). Second, the presence of his 
precious Saviour by his side, reassuring 
and cheering him (18:9; cf. Matt. 28: 
20). Third, the protection promised 
him; no one could hurt him for he was 
under the sheltering wing of his Lord 
(18:10). Fourth, the power of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 2:4) moving him to 
greater effort. Fifth, the purpose of 
his Lord to save men in Corinth. “I 
have much people in this city,” the 
Saviour declared (18:10). No wicked 
scheme on the part of Paul’s enemies 
could thwart the divine plan. 

The result of Paul’s unflagging ef- 
forts was the establishment of a sturdy 
assembly in Corinth. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Faithful witnessing in Corinth (Acts 
18: 1-17) , 

2. The end of the second missionary 
journey (vv. 18-22) 

3. Subsequent testimony to the Corin- 
thian church (1 Cor. 1:26 to 2:5) 


Topics for Development 

The Presence of Christ. After His 
resurrection our Lord told His disciples 
to go to the ends of the earth preach- 
ing the Gospel.. Along with this com- 
mand went a beautiful promise: “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). He 
has kept His Word ever since. He has 
never abandoned His own. 

Paul’s biography is an illustration of 
the continuing presence of the Lord 
with His people. At major crises of his 
life, the apostle was given unusual re- 
assurances of the presence and near- 
ness of his Lord. At his conversion he 
beheld the risen Saviour (Acts 9:3-6; 
ef. 1 Cor. 9:1); in Corinth the Lord 
spake to him in a vision (Acts 18:9); 
in Jerusalem the Lord “stood by him”: 
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(23:11) in an hour of peril; and on a 
battered ship floundering in the Medi- 
terranean the Lord sent His angel to 
sustain Paul (27:23, 24). 

Courage, child of God. Your Saviour 
is always near. He makes His presence 
felt in emergencies. But in the ordi- 
nary routine of life He is ever by your 
side. 


Practical Applications 

Our Lorg.was brought up in a car- 
penter’s p. Paul was a tentmaker. 
This bespeaks the dignity of labor. But 
note that with Christ His “Father’s busi- 
ness” (Luke 2:49) came first; and while 
Paul supported himself with his hands, 
his major task was witnessing for his 
Lord. 

“Pressed in the spirit” (Acts 18:5). 
Have you never had a sense of mission, 
of profound urgency, of eager com- 
pulsion in making your Saviour known? 
If not, pray that you may share Paul’s 
experience. 

Justus’s house “joined hard to the 
synagogue.” Do you worship in a church 
where the Word of God is taught? 
Then urge every member of your 
household to frequent it faithfully, par- 
ticipate in its God-honoring program, 
and share in its outreach. 

Gallio “cared for none of those things” 
(Acts 18:17). Carelessness is deadly. Its 
twin is callousness. May God keep us 
from these mortal foes of the Gospel. 

We know that our blessed Lord is 
ever by our side. But do we believe 
it and rest in His loving presence? 

Paul knew his personal weakness and 
fear (1 Cor. 2:3), but relied on the 
power of the Holy Spirit and kept on 
going. This is true nobility. This is 
high courage. 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 15:58—‘Be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always .abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord.” Paul set the Corinthians 
an example of fortitude. He told them 
that nothing was to move them from 
their convictions nor interrupt their 
service for Christ. “Always abound- 
ing”: the words speak of temporal 
continuity and enthusiastic output! <A 
reward at Christ’s judgment seat awaits 
persistent, diligent faithfulness (cf. 
_ Rom. 14:10). 

Menra, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth” (Acts 18:1).—What a 
contrast! From Athens, which has been 

called “the most sacred shrine of the 
fair humanities of paganism,” also “the 
brain of the world,” to Corinth, which 
might ‘have been called “the moral 
cesspool of the world!” 

“To ‘Corinthianize’ was a synonym 
for a life given over to shame and 
sensuality of the most degrading char- 

‘acter. The worship of the gods of 
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Greece produced no change in the lives 
of their devotees. Religion and im- 
morality went hand in hand. The gods 
themselves were but deifications of lust 
and ambition” (Dr. H. A. Ironside, in 
“The Continual Burnt Offering”). 

“And I... came not with excellency 
of speech .. .” (1 Cor. 2:1)—We are 
deeply thankful that Paul opened his 
heart and told us exactly how ‘he felt 
on entering Corinth; for we should 
never have suspected that he ever ex- 
perienced “a sense of weakness, with 
fear and considerable trepidation” (1 
Cor. 2:3, Berkeley Version). Where is 
the preacher, teacher, or missionary 
who has not felt the same way? 

“And found a certain Jew named 
Aquila .. .” (Acts 18:2) —What a: com- 
fort it must have been to the Apostle to 
find this couple to commune and work 
with! The issuing of harsh decrees 
against Jews -has been a very ancient 
practice. Aquila and Priscilla could 
praise God for the wrath of Claudius 
against them (Psa. 76:10); for it served 
to put them in touch with the Apostle 
Paul, and led to their conversion—if 
they were not already saved—and to 
their subsequent service (Rom. 16:3, 4). 
Christians should pray that it may 
please the Lord to overrule present-day 
edicts against Jews in a somewhat sim- 
ilar manner. , 

“. . . for by their occupation they 
were tentmakers” (Acts 18:3).—It was 
not beneath the dignity of the Apostle 
to labor with his hands, while engaged 
in the work of an evangelist. . 

“It has ever been the practice of the 
Jewish nation to teach their children 
some trade, even though they might be 
destined to learning and sacred offices. 
Many of their most respécted rabbis 
have been even surnamed according to 
their civil professions, as ‘Rabbi Judah, 
the baker,’ ‘Rabbi Isaac, the smith,’ 
‘Rabbi Johanan, the shoemaker,’ etc. 
Nor was it ever imputed to Paul... by 
his enemies, as anything degrading, that, 
besides his apostolic office, he was a 
tentmaker” (Krummacher). See Acts 
20: 33-35. 

“And he reasoned .. . and persuaded 
the, Jews and the Greeks” (Acts 18:4). 
—An insight into his subject matter is 
given us in 1 Corinthians 2, where he 
says: “When I came to you, it was not 
with surpassing power of eloquence or 
earthly wisdom that I came, announc- 
ing to you that which God had com- 
manded me to bear witness to. For I 
determined to be utterly ignorant, when 
among you, of everything except of 


‘Jesus Christ, and of Him as having 


been crucified. ... And my language 
and the Message that I proclaimed were 
not adorned with persuasive words : of 
earthly wisdom, but depended upon 
truths which the Spirit taught and 
mightily carried home; so that your 
trust might rest not on the wisdom of 
man but on the power of God” (Wey- 
mouth). a2 

It was not that Paul did not know 
of the resurrection, ascension, glorifi- 
cation, and promised return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ; but, as another has said: 


“trouble. 
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“He dreaded the possibility of the re- 
finements of rhetoric and the clever. 
ness of the orator so occupying the 
minds of his hearers that they would 
become occupied with his ability in- 
stead of with the Christ he proclaimed, 
Therefore, he studiously avoided any- 
thing that would have such a tendency, 
and in all simplicity he preached the 
message of the Cross in humble de- 
pendence on the Holy Spirit to use that 
proclamation for the salvation of souls.” 

Happy the person who prefers the 
preaching of the Cross to that which is 
simply a display of eloquence. It is 
said that when Daniel Webster, the 
famous politician and orator, was asked 
why he preferred attending a small 
country church to the large city one, 
he answered: “In the city they preach. 
to Daniel Webster the statesman, but 
this man has been telling Daniel Web- 
ster, the sinner, of Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Saviour of sinners.” 

“... many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized” (Acts 18; 
8).—The Lord definitely honored the 
determination of the apostle to preach 
Christ crucified in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. For although there were some 
that “opposed themselves and  blas- 
phemed,” there were many that heard 
the message with their inner, as well 
as their outer ears, so to speak, and 
were saved, then baptized. 

The Gospel of Christ is still “the 
power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek [or Gentile].” 
Where it is faithfully presented, it will 
bring forth fruit to God’s glory, even 
though it may be “after many days.” 
Let all who know it experimentally 
persevere in giving it to others! 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HYMNS 


“Unto the Hills Around” 
“The Lord’s Our Rock” 
“I Know Whom I Have Believed” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, whose love and care 
ever attend us, we thank Thee for Thy 
patience, Thy pardon, and Thy prom- 
ises of help in our tests and trials. 
Keep us true to Thee, trusting and 
obeying Thee, certain Thou wilt never 
leave us nor forsake us. To all hard- 
pressed Christians today give courage, 
strength, and hope. Let them not: lose 
heart and falter and fail. Bring to 
nought the opposition of misled peo- 
ple against Christ and His Church, Let 
Thy Kingdom triumph over all. Bless 
to us this lesson and may Thy Word 
produce blessing in every place in 
which it is given to men this day. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—To do God’s will 
in a world of sin can bring us into 
It did in Paul’s case. At 
Corinth, after the rumpus in the syna- 
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gogue, Paul may have debated whether 
to stay in Corinth longer or to move 
on. But in a night vision he heard 
the Lord saying, “Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I 
am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee .. .” (Acts 18:9, 10). 
Often in God’s Word is His presence 
promised His people for their encour- 
agement. In Hebrews 13:5 God’s prom- 
ise is quoted, “I will never~-leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” This makes it pos- 
sible for Christians to say, “The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me” (v. 6). That 


Us? 


would be Paul’s assurance after the vi- 
sion message. If God be with us and 
' for us, we need not fear. His presence 
guarantees His help and care. ; 

At Sunday school two boys heard the 
story of Elijah being taken to Heaven 
in a chariot of fire. Talking it over 
later, one said, “I’d be afraid to ride in 
a wagon like that, wouldn’t you?” The 
other said, “No, not if God was the 
driver.” He knew that all who love 
and obey the Lord can be sure of His 
presence and control ‘in their lives and 
therefore they need not fear. That is 
why David wrote, “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me” (Psa. 23:4). 

Get right with God by confessing 
your sins, forsaking them, and trusting 
yourself to the Saviour. Then, though 
life here holds dangers, we need fear 
no evil, for God is with us. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Paul, in his jour- 
neyings throughout Palestine, Asia 
Minor, Macedonia, Greece, Italy, and 
islands in the Mediterranean, preach- 
ing the Gospel, establishing Christian 
churches and revisiting them, seemed to 
meet with a new experience (often 
sensational) at every place he visited. 
This is generally true in any genuine 
Christian life. There is nothing hum- 
drum about it if the Holy Spirit has 
possession of you and you are really 
in earnest as a witness for Christ. 
Always there is something new and in- 
teresting—sometimes exciting and re- 
quiring your “utmost for His highest.” 
Not long after that most unusual ex- 
perience at Athens, Paul was in Cor- 
inth, a city of half a million inhabitants 
and saturated with idolatry, licentious- 
ness, and depravity. That was a chal- 
lenge to Paul and he remained there 
eighteen months preaching Christ to 
them. He won many followers for the 
Lord Jesus and established a church. 
During this time he worked as a tent- 
maker to earn his own support. Paul 
did not want them to get the idea that 
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he had come there to earn a living; his 
object was to lead them out of their 
evil life and into real Christian living. 


Paul was a “This one thing I do” -(Phil. : 


3:13) servant of the Lord, “forgetting 
those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Note his modesty (humility) in his 
first Letter to the Corinthian church: 
“And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the tes- 
timony of God. For I determined not 
to know anything among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And 
I was with you in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of, man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power: that your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5). One does well 
to study this life of Paul; wherever 
you touch him spiritually you get an 
uplift—a “shot in the arm.” 

But there was one thing Paul did at 
Corinth which, so far as I-can find in 
the record, he did at no other time and 
at no other place. There was a large 
group of Jews there who bitterly op- 
posed him and disputed with him, even 
blaspheming as they shouted at him, 
so “he shook his raiment, and said unto 
them, Your blood be upon your own 
heads; I am clean: henceforth I will go 
unto the Gentiles.” Paul was patient 
and long-suffering, as his Master was; 
but this one time he was sure that he 
should turn his attention to another 
group and leave this blaspheming set 
alone to their own suicidal unbelief. 
Paul knew he had the highest author- 
ity for that ‘action (see Matt. 10:14; 
Mark 6:11; Luke 9:5). 

Now, fellows, we do not need to 
dwell too long on this point, for we 
are much more apt to make the mistake 
of being impatient for results and 
abandon our prospect too readily. 
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him: fret mot; thyself because of 
him who prospereth in his way, be- 
cause of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass” (Psa. 37:7). Paul writ- 
ing to the Thessalonians: “Now we ex- 
hort you, brethren, warn them that are 
unruly, comfort the feebleminded, sup- 
port the weak, be patient toward all 
men” (1 Thess. 5:14). “The Lord is 
longsuffering, and of great mercy, for- 
giving iniquity and transgression .. .” 
(Num. 14:18). 

If you are led by the Holy Spirit 
(and that is your high privilege) you 
are not apt-to make a mistake in this 
matter (Jas. 1:5). “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let*him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him.” 
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No spiritual power is existent -apart 
from prayer.—Robert G. Lee: 


(11) 75 


My Class of Girls 
By Viv'an D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn Question and An- 

swer 6, on the card “God the Fa- 
ther”: “Does God always do right?” 
“As for God, his way is perfect” (Psa. 
18:30). 3 

Now let us have our review story, 
“Mob Smashes House In.” 

Acts 18 tells about the great work Paul 
did in Corimth. He came alone from 
Athens to Corinth, and was without 
funds. There does not seem to have 
been a single Christian in the city at 
that time. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 to 
see what Paul says about his first visit 
to Corinth. No wonder he felt weak- 
ness and fear in trying to bring the 
Gospel to this wicked, heathen city 
without one helper. 

But Paul had the Lord, and his pas- 
sion to win the lost to Christ gave him 
courage to enter Corinth and seek work 
to earn his living on weekdays, so that 
he could spend the Sabbaths preaching 
Christ in the Jewish synagogue. No 
doubt the Lord guided Paul'to Aquila 
and Priscilla, Jews who had been ban-. 
ished from Rome. They were tent- 
makers. Paul had been taught this 
trade also, so he worked with them 
while staying in Corinth, dnd most 
likely they were his first converts. .At 
any rate, there is nothing to indicate 
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LENDING LIBRARY 


Borrow Christian books by mail. Lending fees are 
reasonable. All Christian classifications available. 
Write for information. Christian Reader’s Library, 
Veedersburg, Indiana. 


CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India and Pakistan 
includes Bazaar Preaching 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 














WINDSHIELD STICKERS 


In time cf prevailing wickedness and error, it is 
your Christian duty to make a public avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ. Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. ‘‘Jesus Never 


Fails’’; ““Ye Must Be Born Again.’’ Free. Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Atlanta 
Testament League, P.O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 


Georgia. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 

e are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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1 By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
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workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 
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that.they were believers before Paul 
joined them, and ever afterward they 
were devoted Christians and loved Paul 
dearly. 

Now let us read Acts 18 and answer 
the following questions: (1) Where did 
Paul go from Athens? (2) With whom 
did he stay in Corinth? (3) What work 
did Paul do while living with Priscilla 
and Aquila? (4) What did Paul testify 
to the Jews? (5) What attitude did 
the majority of them take to his testi- 
mony? (6) To whom did Paul say he 
would go henceforth? (7) Who, in 


Corinth, believed in the Lord with all’ 


his house? (8) What did the Lord say 
to encourage Paul at this time? (9) 
How long did Paul teach the Word of 
God in Corinth? (10) When the Co- 
‘rinthian Jews brought Paul before Gal- 
lio, what charges did they make? (11) 
What did Gallio do? 


(12) What did 
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the Greeks do to Sosthenes? (13) How 
did Gallio feel about this? (14) Did 
Paul leave the city immediately after 
this uproar? (15) Who sailed with 


’ Paul into Syria? - (16) Where did Paul 


leave Priscilla and Aquila? (17) Why 
did he not linger in Ephesus? (18) Who 
came to Ephesus to teach the things of 
the Lord? (19) Who expounded unto 
him the way of God more perfectly? 
(20) What did Apollos prove to aw 
Jews? 

Here is a review story for ‘someone 
to tell next Sunday: 


UPROAR AT CORINTH 


From Athens Paul went to Corinth, 
a big seaport in Greece. He was alone 
because he had left Silas and Timothy 
in Thessalonica. 

Paul got a job making tents with a 
Jewish couple named Priscilla and 
Aquila. Every Sabbath he went to the 
Synagogue and talked about Christ, 
proving to the Jews from the Old 
Testament Scriptures that Jesus was 
their Messiah. 

Some of the Jews were angry, “and 
instead of believing in Christ, they 
blasphemed Him. Then Paul said, 
“From henceforth I will go unto the 
Gentiles.” Then he left the synagogue 
and conducted meetings in the house 
of a man named Justus who lived 
next door to the synagogue. The Jews 
who believed followed Paul there, and 
one of these was the chief ruler of the 
Synagogue. This made the unbeliev- 
ing Jews more angry than ever. They 
appointed another chief ruler, and they 
made as much trouble for Paul and 
the new believers as_ they possibly 
could. 

In fact Paul had so much trouble at 
Corinth that the Lord Himself spoke 
to him one night, telling him not to be 
afraid, and also telling him that many 
people would be saved there. 

When a new man named Gallio was 
made deputy, they seized Paul and 
dragged him before the judgment seat. 
They told Gallio that Paul was per- 
suading men to worship God contrary 
to the law. Gallio would not listen to 
them or to Paul. He drove them away 
from the judgment seat. Then some 
of the Greeks grabbed Sosthenes and 
beat him before the judgment seat be- 
cause, since he was chief ruler of the 
synagogue, they thought he was most 
responsible for the uproar. 

Paul stayed in Corinth awhile after 
all that trouble, still teaching about 
the Lord Jesus. Many more people 
were saved. And what do you think? 
Sosthenes was saved, too! I am sure he 
was glad then that he had been beaten 
on the day of the uproar instead of 
Paul. 

Paul had entered Corinth without one 
Christian companion. When he left, 
there was a big flourishing church full 
of believers whose lives had been trans- 
formed by the Lord Jesus Christ. Read 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11. The Corinthian 
believers were tremendously changed 
by Christ. -How about us? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
wy 
For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Do Not Be Silent! 
(Acts 18:1-11) 

HAT an interesting city Corinth 

was! You would have enjoyed 
watching ships from many lands un- 
loading in the harbor. Sailors from 
all over the known world in their dif- 
ferent costumes traded in the market 
places. See what an unusually good 
place for ships it was. (On the map 
show its position on the isthmus.) Most 
of all, you would enjoy the races and 
other athletic contests held there, hold- 
ing your breath as the winner crossed 
the line just inches ahead of his nearest 
competitor, and the crown of leaves, 
the winner’s prize, was placed upon 
his head. 

When Paul came (move the walking 
stick for Paul to Corinth), he did not 
have much time to watch ships unload, 
for he soon found a job. Were his 
helpers with him? Not at first (Acts 
18:1) but later Silas and Timothy came 
on to Corinth (v. 5. Move the pins.) 


. What kind of work did Paul find to do? 


We really should get acquainted with 
his new friends for they became fine 
Christians: Aquila and Priscilla. They 
saved Paul’s life once though we do not 
know just how (Rom. 16:3, 4). 

On holidays Paul must have joined 
the crowds to watch the contests. In 
his Letters, he mentions races, wres- 
tling, boxing, and fighting with wild ani- 
mals. (Drill can be given in locating 
the Epistles by references to these 
sports: 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 15:32; Col. 3:15 
where “rule as umpire” is the meaning 


of the Greek verb; Phil. 3:14; 1 Thess. . 


2:19, 20; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:5; 4:7, 8; 
Heb. 12:1.) 

But Corinth was an unusually tough 
and wicked city. There were not only 
the Jews who always made trouble for 
Paul when he preached about the Lord 
Jesus but there were many different 
kinds of sin to work against him and 
his efforts for Christian cleanness. 
Would they get the best of him? What 
was God’s promise? . (Read Acts 18: 
9, 10.) Did God keep His promise when 
Paul was taken to court? Who got the 
beating instead? (v. 17.) How long did 
Paul stay in Corinth? (v. 11.) It was 
from here that he wrote to the Chris- 
tians in Thessalonica (2 Thess. 3:3). 

Later Paul traveled on to a new city 
where he stayed even longer. Read 
about it in Acts 19, and see a madman, 
a bonfire, and a labor union riot. 

“Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace.” Do you suppose God 
is whispering that to you as well as 
Paul? “I am. with thee, and no man 
shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I 
have much people in this city.” In a 
later Letter to his Christian friends in 

















Less 


Phili 
rest- 
work 
of hi 
ory 

anot 
we |] 
this 


Day 
Day. 
does 
time 
vale! 
migt 
copy 
vale! 
m e,” 
“Be 

Sunc 
nam 
Sun 
“vali 
hom 
have 


mak 
nort 
city 
city 
tian 
ther 
they 
ards 
thin 


that 
for 

had 
was 
No 

one 
he | 
Fat) 
His 
33), 
mar 
Pau 
bec: 
him 
care 
star 
witl 
mat 
batl 
city 
Chr 


peo 
Chr 
syn 
OpE 


Jev 
rec 
iou 
and 


not 
arg 








thian 
inged 


rinth 
oyed 

un- 
from 

dif- 
arket 
good 
map 
Most 

and 
10ld- 
ssed 
arest 
aves, 
ipon 


king 
not 
load, 


Acts 
ame 
ins.) 
do? 
with 
fine 
‘hey 
not 


ined 

In 
res- 
ani- 
ting 
nese 
3:15 
ling 


less. . 


}, 8; 


ugh 
nly 
for 
ord 
rent 
and 
ess. 
hat 


hen 
the 
did 
was 
ris- 


sity 
ead 
an, 


old 
70d 

as 
1an 
rz 
la 











Lesson for February 7 


Philippi—Lydia, the jailer, and all the 
rest—Paul wrote, “For it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13, Mem- 
ory Verse). And that reminds me of 
another verse he wrote to them, which 
we learned last quarter (4:13. Include 
this verse for a star on the bookmark.) 

Next Sunday is not only the Lord’s 
Day but in the world it is Valentine’s 
Day. Pick out a child at school who 
does not go to Sunday school. Some- 
time during the week make a pretty 
valentine, a Christian valentine. You 
might paste on a picture of Christ, and 
copy a Bible verse. Also: “Be my 
valentine, and go to Sunday school with 
me,” if you can call for the person. Or: 
“Be my, valentine, and meet me at 
Sunday school.” Be sure to write the 
name of our church and the time. Next 
Sunday be sure you are a thoughtful 
“valentine” to make your guest feel at 
home. And the teacher will try to 
have a “valentine” lesson. 


ORONO, MAINE. 


ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


FTER Missionary Paul had preached 

in the city full of gods (false, 
make-believe gods), Athens, he went 
north to another city in Greece, the 
city of Corinth. Oh, what a wicked 
city it was! There was not one Chris- 
tian in the city when Paul first went 
there. The people worshiped idols, 
they were robbers, they were drunk- 
ards, they did many other dreadful 
things (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

You may be certain that no one in 
that wicked city was on the lookout 
for Paul. Probably most of the people 
had never even heard of him. No one 
was there to greet him when he arrived. 
No one had paid Paul’s expenses. No 
one would be entertaining him while 
he was in Corinth. But the Heavenly 
Father, who loves to care for those of 
His own who put Him first (Matt. 6: 
33), caused Paul to meet Aquila, a 
man who made tents. As a young man, 
Paul had learned to make tents. So, 
because there was no church to send 
him money, no missionary society to 
care for his needs, Missionary Paul 
Started to work at tentmaking along 
with Aquila. During the daytime he 
made tents and at night and on Sab- 
bath Days he taught throughout the 
city of Corinth about the Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. 

‘In those long-ago days, the Jewish 
people often gave permission to the 
Christian believers to speak in their 
Synagogues. So Paul never missed an 
opportunity to speak for his Lord in 
the .Jewish churches. He warned ‘the 
Jewish people that if they refused to 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour, they would be punished forever 
and ever. In some cities, the people 


believed and received his message. But . 


not at Corinth. There the people 
argued among themselves after listen- 
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ing to Paul’s preaching; they swore; 
they refused the Saviour of whom Paul 
preached. Finally, Paul could stand it 
no longer. He exclaimed to the Jews, 
“You have had your opportunity. From 
now on I am going to preach to those 


who are not Jews (the Gentiles).” At . 


once he began giving the Gospel to the 
wicked Corinthians, whom the Jews 
hated. 

Maybe you are wondering where Mis- 
sionary Paul did his preaching when 
he could no longer preach in the Jewish 
church. I will tell you. Right next to 
the synagogue there lived a Greek who 
had heard of the one true and living 
God. He had learned to believe in 
Him. The man no longer worshiped 
false, make-believe gods.' He was 
happy to learn more of the true God of 
Heaven. So he opened his home to Mis- 
sionary Paul. It was there that Paul 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 73) 


1. Corinth is west of Athens; while 
Athens was known for its philosophical 
and intellectual achievements, Corinth 
was famous for its commerce and lux- 
ury. 

2. They had been banished from 
Rome by Claudius’ edict (Acts 18:2). 

3. Teaching the Word of God, and 
tentmaking (vv. 3, 11). 

4. He would be with Paul; no one 
would hurt the apostle; “much peo- 
ple” would be saved in Corinth (v. 10). 

5. The household of Crispus, the 
chief ruler of the synagogue (v. 8). 

6. That he persuaded men “to wor- 
ship God contrary to the law” (v. 13). 

7. Gallio, “deputy of Achaia” (v. 12), 
who “cared for none of those things” 
(v. 17). 

8. In Antioch of Syria (15:35, 36; 18: 
22). 

9. “Jesus Christ and him crucified” 
(1 Cor. 2:2). 

10. Not in his “excellency of speech 
or of wisdom” (v. 1), but “in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power” 
(v. 4). 

Mep1A, Pa. 
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preached to those who came. And peo- 
ple did come. One of the chief rulers of 
the synagogue came and was among the 
first to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And, the Bible tells us, “many of the 
Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized.” What a wonderful Gospel! 
It changes the lives of the-most wicked. 

Never forget that in order to be born 
into God’s family people must first hear 
the Gospel. Next, they must believe the 
Gospel and receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. Then, so that others 
would know what they had done, they 
were to be baptized, proving that they 
had put their trust in the Lord Jesus. 
Like the thief gn the cross, they were 
saved even if they were not baptized. 
But, in obedience to Him, after they 
were born into the family of God, they 
were baptized. 

One night, when Paul was feeling 
that perhaps he should move to another 
city, God spoke to him: “Do not let 


_ anybody turn you aside, Paul. There 


are still many people in this city who 
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should hear the Gospel. Stay here and 
preach.” So Paul obeyed and taught 
the Word of God in Corinth for a year 
and a half. I wish I could tell you the 
many wonderful things that happened 
in that wicked city, because of Mission- 
ary Paul’s preaching. There was, by the 
time Paul left, a great church in that 
city. There were hundreds of earnest, 
faithful Christians who, though they had 
once been awful sinners, were seeking 
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Remember, boys and girls, there is 
no sinner too wicked to be forgiven by 
the loving Lord Jesus. He asks only 
that you believe Him and receive Him. 
Will you do that today? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Horsepower.—Always abounding in 

the work of the Lord (1 Cor: 15:58, 
Golden Text). A true soldier never 
asks the question whether the service 
he is called upon to perform is one of 
high dignity or not. It is for him to 
obey and do faithfully the duty at 
hand. Such Christian soldiers are a 


godsend to any church. Henry Ward ~ 


Beecher was once about to take a ride 
behind a horse which he had hired 
from a livery stable. He regarded the 
horse admiringly, and remarked, “That 
is a fine-looking animal. Is he as good 
as he looks?” The owner replied, “Mr. 
Beecher, that horse will work in any 
place you put him, and do all that any 
horse can do.” The preacher eyed the 
horse still more admiringly, and then 
remarked, “I wish to goodness he was 
a member of my church—From Louis 
Albert Banks. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. ; 


His “Other Business.”—And because 
he was of the same craft, he abode 
with them, and wrought: for by their 
occupation they were tentmakers (Acts 
18:3). An earnest Christian layman 
who was always on the lookout for op- 
portunities to witness for the Lord was 
being interviewed by the manager of 
a button factory, who had advertised 
for a “skilled buttonmaker.” “Now, 
Mr. »’ said the manager, “I think 
you’re just the man I need, but tell me 
have you any other business?” “I have 
indeed, sir,” answered the Christian. 
“The time I can spare from my earning 
a living I give to the service of my 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. I’m a 
lay preacher.” “That’s fine,” said the 
manager. “I’m sure the spare time 
work will make you a better button- 
maker.”—Source unknown. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


A Blessed Disarrangement.—And he 
reasoned in the synagogue every sab- 
bath, and persuaded the Jews and the 
Greeks (Acts 18:4). I remember when, 
a few years ago, I had not so much ex- 
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perience as I have now, and my en- 
thusiasm was not as well balanced. as 
it is now, I had been invited to preach 
for the summer in one of the leading 
churches in one of our great cities. I 
went into that pulpit on Sunday morn- 
ing conscious that God was with us in 
a very peculiar sense, and when I fin- 
ished my sermon the one thing on my 
mind was salvation. I did not know 
whether they had ever had an invi- 
tation given there for the confession of 
Christ, but I did not stop to ask. I 
stepped down at the close of the ser- 
mon onto a little subplatform and ex- 
tended an invitation for any who would 
accept Christ then and there to come to 
the front. Immediately a strong, able- 
bodied man got up and with tears 
streaming down his face came to the 
front and took me by the hand. Then 
another man came. Fourteen grown 
people confessed Christ that morning. 
As we went out of: the church, the wife 
of one of the church officers, who was 
also a Sunday school teacher, spoke to 
another church officer. She said: “I do 
think that a visiting minister to’ a 
church ought to have manners enough 
at least to conform to the ordinary form 
of the service. I greatly enjoyed the 
sermon until the last; but I do not think 
a man should disarrange the order of 
the service of the church for the sake 
of having a few people come to the 
front.” That first man who came for- 
ward was a railroad engineer and he 
was killed in a wreck that Sunday night. 
—From Len G. Broughton. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 


No Brakeman.—Paul was pressed in 
the spirit, and testified (Acts 18:5). We 
have eased up, put on the brakes, slowed 
down, until we are shorn of power. 
The story is told in Texas of a bishop 
who went to the aid of a pastor in a 
campaign. He put his best into the 
work. Great crowds came, and many 
were saved. It was a-glorious meeting. 
At the close of it the pastor said, 
“Bishop, you are a great preacher. The 
people love you. You are doing a great 
work, but you must put on the brakes.” 
The bishop looked at him, and said, 
“Brother, you are mistaken. I am not 
a brakeman. I am a fireman!”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Stabbed Through and Through.—And 
my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power (1 Cor. 2:4). Dr. Malan of 
Geneva, while traveling upon a train, 
came into company with a _ certain 
young man who drew him out in con- 
versation about Christianity. The doc- 
tor answered every argument with a 
quotation from the Scriptures—not al- 
lowing himself to make a single re- 
mark or application. Thus he turned 
aside every ‘evasion and skeptical criti- 
cism of his young companion. Fi- 
nally the young skeptic turned away. 
“Don’t you see,” he screamed, “I don’t 
believe your Bible. What’s the use of 
quoting it to me?” But the only reply 
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was another thrust, “If ye believe: not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
After many years a letter came to Dr, 
Malan written by a strange hand. “You 
took the Sword of the Spirit and 
stabbed me through and \through,” it 
read. “And every time I tried to parry 
the blade and get you to use your hands, 
and not the heavenly steel, you sim- 
ply gave me another stab. You made 
me feel that I was not fighting you, 
but God.” At the close of the letter, 
Dr. Malan recognized the name of his 
train companion of earlier years.—From_ 
Evangelical Commentary. Sent by Mrs, 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Hindered by the Brilliancy—My 
preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power (1 Cor. 2:4), 
A sober, solid preacher was asked, it 
is said, his opinion of a richly splendid 
sermon of one of the most popular 
Cambridge preachers, and a really good 
man. His reply was, “I could not at- 
tend to the sermon for the splendid 
imagery; it was incessantly flash, flash, 
till it put my eyes out! It is better to 
get at the heart with the truth, than 
at the feelings by brilliancy.” 

The glory of the light is brightest, 

When the glory of self is dim, 
And they have most compelled me 

Who most have pointed to Him; 

They have held me, stirred me, swayed me— 

I have hung on their every word, 


’Till I fain would rise and fo'low, 
Not them, not them, but their Lord. 


—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


What Have You Done With the Whole 
Bible?—That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God (1 Cor. 2:5). Paw Hak, 
living in a remote mountain valley of 
Thailand, had never heard the name of 
the Lord Jesus until, in 1932, he re- 
ceived from a traveling Government 
inspector a copy of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew in his own language. It had 
been given to the inspector in Korat 
several hundred miles away. Although 
Paw Hak had never met a Christian he 
read the little book over and over again 
until he almost knew it by heart. The 
Holy Spirit was his Teacher so that he 
understood it and obeyed its precepts. 
The Saviour’s life and dying love meant 
everything to him. The last command 
in this Gospel led him to visit all the 
villages in the valley to read to people 
from its pages. A missionary writes: 
“We did not hear about Paw Hak until 
seventeen years later. When we met 
him, a little old man over eighty years 
of age, he was almost deaf, but had 
good eyesight to read his precious little 
book. We gave him a whole Bible and 
visited him several times until 1953 
when his Lord called him. I was with 
him just before he died. He was very 
weak and could no longer read, but 
over and over again he would repeat 
‘Pah Yesu, Pah Yesu!’ ‘Jesus, my 
Jesus!’ in such a reverent way that I 
knew he was at peace. Today there is 
a group of believers in his village.” 
—From Annual Report of Scripture Gift 
Mission. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. : 
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lesson for February 7 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 7 


2. My Church—Christ’s Church 
(Matt. 16:13-18a) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. ‘ 
N THIS Sunday, which is cele- 
brated in many places as Christian 
Endeavor Day, our discussion is to cen- 
ter around the third essential principle 
of the Christian Endeavor movement, 
“Loyalty to Christ’s Church.” This, of 
course, should be an essential principle 
of any Christian young people’s group, 
regardless of name or denomination. 


ve 


The Scripture portion for the topic, 
Matthew 16:13-18a, makes it plain that 
Christ Himself is the founder and 
builder of His Church. It was not upon 
Peter, the “little rock,” but upon Christ 
Himself, the “bedrock,” that Christ’s 
Church was to be built (1 Pet. 2:4-9)- 
The Church is not the product of any 
man’s invention or organizing effort. 
Right here it should be made clear that 
the term “church,” as used in the New 
Testament, does not mean an organi- 
zation but rather a living organism, 
made up of many members of which 
Christ is the: Head (Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 
Col. 1:18). - 

bd 


The word used here for “church” 
comes from a Greek word, “ecclesia,” 
which means, literally, “called out ones.” 
The true Church, therefore, includes all 
those who have been called out from 
the darkness of sin and unbelief into 
His marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9). In 
other words, the true Church includes 
all those who believe on the Lord Jesus 


’ as God’s Son, and accept Him as their 


Saviour, regardless of their particular 
denominational label. This is the 
Church—Christ’s Church—to which our 
first loyalty must be given. Such loy- 
alty in no way limits our loyalty to 
our own particular or denominational 
church, as long as that church holds true 
to Christ and the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith as set forth in His Word. 
But it does exclude loyalty to any de- 
Nomination that denies Him as the 
unique Son of God, or questions or re- 
pudiates His deity or His Word. 


Me 


It is important to see also that ad- 
ditions to Christ’s Church are primarily 








pn 





They that slight the words of truth, 
which would profit them, take shelter 
in words of falsehood, which cannot 
profit them. . . . The privileges of a 
form of godliness are often the pride 
and confidence of those that are stran- 


“ gers and enemies to the power of it— 


Matthew Henry. 
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the Lord’s responsibility (Acts 2:47). 
Believers are, of course, God’s workmen 


- and His witnesses and we are to do all 


we can, under His direction, to win 
others to Him. But God is the one 
who adds members to the living organ- 
ism of*the Church as He gives them 
life through Christ (John 1:12, 13). 


ve 


It is the Head’ of the Church, Christ, 
who supplies all the nourishment that 
the body, the Church, needs, and that 
each individual member needs for 
maintenance and growth (Eph. 4:16). 
Each individual member is to hold fast 
the Head (Col. 1:18, 19), and to be the 
channel through which nourishment 
may be transmitted to every part of 
the body. This is the great reason 
why Christians are to be banded to- 
gether in fellowship under Christ, and 
it is the great underlying reason for 
maintaining loyalty to Christ’s Church 
and working and fellowshiping with 
Christ’s followers. 

we 


Are these the characteristics of your 
individual church and denomination, 
and of your membership in it? Any- 
thing less than these mean ineffective, 
or even worthless, service. Association 
with and membership in church organ- 
izations of which these characteristics 
are not true results in undernourish- 
ment or even starvation. ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Little Gypsy 
(Continued from second page) 


grandmother must have prayed for me, 
because I’ve longed so much to have a 
good life, but didn’t know how to find it. 
Now I know it’s Jesus I need.” 

Mr. Wray drove Lita and her mother 
back to the gypsy camp. 

Lita kept the memory of that lovely 
evening all her life, the evening when 
both she and her mother found the 
Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 

A few days later her father was 
converted, too, and that man who had 
been so wicked became a true Christian 
and went through the countryside tell- 
ing people what God had done for him. 

Lita’s mother continued to sing at the 
fairs, but now it was Gospel songs she 
sang, and she became known as the 
“Singing Gypsy.” She taught Lita some 
hymns to sing, too, so the little gypsy 
girl was able to tell other children of 
the Saviour she loved. 


ToRONTO, CAN. 
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Dr. Pierre Wilds DuBose 


(Continued from page 4) 


plot called “God’s Garden” (after a name 
used at the Dohnavur Fellowship, In- 
dia), near the West Gate on the school 
property. 

Dr. and Mrs. DuBose are greatly be- 
loved by hundreds of graduates of the 
Academy, many of’ whom are on for- 
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eign mission fields and in other forms 
of Christian work. Their own son and 
his wife, Mr. and Mrs. P. W. DuBose, 
Jr., are serving as missionaries in Bra- 
zil. While Dr. DuBose will be greatly 
missed by the students, faculty, family, 
and the world-wide host of friends, there 
is no reason to think that the Chris- 
tian ministry of the school will not 
continue as it has been doing. Dr. and 
Mrs. DuBose together directed its af- 
fairs. And there is an efficient and 
well-qualified faculty who serve as unto 
the Lord. Dr. and Mrs. DuBose’s son- 
in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Cole, have been on the faculty 
for some time and in recent years have 
been handling many of the details of 
administration. 


Dr. DuBose often said to the stu- 


dents, “When I die, don’t cry; for that 
will be my coronation day.” 


ve 


With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





For Whom Did Christ Die? By R. B. 
Kuiper. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) ‘This is a 
Biblical study contrasting Calvinism’s 
particularism and universalism with the 
conceptions of Arminians, Barthians, 
and classical Universalists. The author 
argues that the only way to preserve 
the full saving efficacy of God’s grace 
is to see that it is designed for the 
elect. He is equally insistent on the 
Scriptural necessity of sincerely offer- 
ing the Gospel to all men. As he de- 
velops each argument, he examines the 
passages bearing on the questions. Dr. 
Kuiper has confined his consideration 
to more or less traditional thought- 
forms. In this present day, there are 
some who would not be consistently 
Arminian or Calvinist. Dr. Kuiper, who 
writes with a fine irenic spirit, might 
well have added a chapter discussing 
the present-day syncretistic forms. This 
is a fine scholarly and readable discus- 
sion of a perplexing subject. 


Darius the Mede. By John C. Whit- 
comb, Jr., Th.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.75.) 
Why should anyone today care whether 
Darius the Mede, mentioned in Daniel 
5:31 (et al.), was Gubaru,’ Ugbaru, or 
Cambyses? Well, a historian likes to 
clear up mysteries of unidentified per- 
sons in ancient texts; and a Christian 
wants to know all he can about the 
Bible and its people. But more than 
these, when our ignorance about Darius 
is used by the critics to discredit Daniel 
and his Book, and to discredit our 
Saviour who said that what Daniel 
wrote was Holy Scripture, it becomes 
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necessary for Christian scholars to sift 
the evidence and to state conclusions 
that grow out of that evidence. The 
Church is in debt to Dr. Whitcomb and 
the Evangelical Theological Society for 
a scholarly piece of work. Not every- 
one will be able to follow the argu- 
ment in its details, but all can rejoice 
that, although Daniel has been “in the 
critics’ den, . . . Daniel’s lions appear 
again to have been disappointed!” ° 


Lectures on Revivals of Religion. By 
W. B. Sprague. The Ten Command- 
ments. By Thomas Watson. The Con- 
fession of Faith, By A. A. Hodge. 
(Banner of Truth Trust, London. May 
be had from Christian Literature Cru- 
sade, Fort Washington, Pa., $3.75, $1.95, 
and $3.75 respectively. An Exposition 
of Proverbs. By Charles Bridges. An 
Exposition of Ephesians, 1:1 to 2:10. 
By Thomas Goodwin. (Sovereign 
Grace Book Club, Evansville 13, Ind., 
or may be had from Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $6.95 and 
$5.95 respectively.) Five more “Puri- 
tan” reprints are offered to the public. 
American Presbyterian Sprague first 
published his lectures in 1832. They 
cover the nature of revivals, obstacles 
to revivals, means of promoting and 
encouraging revivals, the treatment of 
the sinner, and the like. Charles Sim- 
eon commended the book for “good 
sense.” 

Puritan Watson’s work is a continu- 
ation of his “A Body of Divinity,” an 
exposition of the Westminster Cate- 
chism. Three hundred years have not 
detracted from the value of the spirit- 
uality and soundness found in this 
volume. ‘ 

Hodge’s excellent handbook of Chris- 
tian doctrine expounds the Westmin- 
ster Confession in 404 clearly written 
pages. It is a wonderful source of 
evangelical truth. 

“The best work on Proverbs,” said 
Spurgeon of Bridges’ exposition. The 
author utilizes the “Scriptural method 
of exposition,” explaining Scripture with 
Scripture. Choice illustrations § are 
culled from extensive literature. The 
preacher will find much in these 640 
pages. 

Dissenter Goodwin’s great work on 
the first thirty-four verses of Ephesians 
fills 824 small-print pages, after abridg- 
ment! Much Calvinistic theology, Greek, 
and sound exegisis is to be found here. 
It is another excellent book for min- 
isters. 


Jesus and Human Conflict. By Henry 
A. Fast. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$3.75.) Beginning with the Sermon on 
the Mount, the author explains the 
teachings of Christ Jesus on the Chris- 
tian’s response to aggression. Valuable 
studies of Jewish background 
Greek etymology help to illuminate sev- 
eral otherwise obscure passages. A 
careful examination is made of the Old 
Testament law of retaliation, Exodus 
21:23-25 in particular, and of its ex- 
planation by our Lord. Dr. Fast next. 
views the relationship between Christ 
and the first century Jewish revolution- 
ists, and the Saviour’s opinion of the 


and’ 
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use of force. Seventy pages are de- 
voted to Christ’s emphasis on love 
and nonresistance of evildoers. While 
strongly advocating nonresistance, and 
occasionally straining common _ sense 
thus to interpret a Gospel passage (i.e., 
his claim that the whip touched neither 
man nor beast during Christ’s cleansing 
of the Temple court), the author’s con- 
clusion is acceptable, to all—namely, 
that Jesus advocated an inward spirit 
of peace through individual conversion, 
rather than teaching anew system of 
social and political law. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


: on the International 
ons, issued # the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


February 1 to 7 


Mon.—Acts 18:1-4. 
Beginnings at Corinth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul . . . came 
to Corinth.” We made the trip from 
Athens in about three hours by auto, 
but Paul must have been many more 
hours en route by boat. Some of the 
old city has been uncovered. We saw 
the place where the riot took place. 
The spot where Gallio dismissed the 
rioters, beat Sosthenes, the chief ruler 
of the synagogue, and set Paul free. 
It was most impressive. That God- 
guided and protected visit is made for- 
ever memorable by the divine record. 
Happy is the Christian who can see in 
all affairs of life the guiding hand of 
the Lord. Ask in prayer often, “Guide 
Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” Pray for 
Westmont College, Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Tues—Acts 18:5-11. 
A New Vision of Christ. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Then spake the 
Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace: for I am with thee, and no 
man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have much people in this city.” 
God kept His promise to Paul glori- 
ously, and He will keep His promises 
to you if you faint not in your tests. 
Had Paul feared, he would have lost 
the conditional blessing. We have to 
trust God in order to prosper. Have 
faith in God’s faithfulness. Pray for 
Mino Mission, Columbus, Ohio. 


Wed.—Acts 18:12-17. 
Opposition and Indifference. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Jews made 
insurrection with one accord against 
Paul ... And Gallio cared for none of 
those things.” God overrules all things 
for the good of His devoted servants. 
Come love or hate, it is all good in the 
experience of thd believer. Love warms 
the heart, but hate puts iron into the 
soul and turns it to joy in the Lord. 
Learn to look past second causes to 
your Lord, who “worketh all in all.” 
You will ultimately thank Him more 
for your troubles than for your better 
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days. Pray for the Scripture Memory 
Mountain Mission, Emmalena, Ky. 


‘Thurs.—Acts 18:18-21. 


Seizing Gospel Opportunities 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Strengthening 
all the disciples” (v. 23). Paul boughj 
up every possible opportunity he could 
take advantage of for Christ’s sake and 
the Gospel’s. The Lord passed on to 
him His own “I must” (John 9:4). Let 
all who know that the Lord has com- 
manded them to seek first the Kingdom 
of God, redeem the time. All of us 
could do great good if we were willing 
to have a God-guided daily life. It is 
good to stop and ask ourselves this 
question, “Really, how much of each 
day do I actually give to God’s Word, 
prayer, and witnessing?” The world 
is a great market. The best commodity 
for a Christian is God’s truth, which 
we ought to buy for keeps, Pray for 
the World Gospel Crusades, Los Angeles, 


Fri—1 Corinthians 1:21-31. 

The Wisdom and Power of the Cross, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For the preach- 
ing of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God” (v. 18). Noth- 
ing amazes and melts the soul of a peni- 
tent sinner like the Cross of Christ. 
Christ is made unto us wisdom, right- 
eousness, and redemption. He gave 
Himself for us. Where shall we hide 
our blushing face when His dear Cross 
appears? Let your heart dissolve in 
thankfulness and your eyes in tears 
at the sight of your bleeding Redeemer 
(see Luke 23:40-43). Pray for Har- 
Portland, Oreg. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 2:1-5. 
The Compelling Motive. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “For I deter- 
mined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied.” Christ’s death for the ungodly 
found Paul an eternal debtor. Never 
live a day without the shadow of 
Christ’s cross falling over you. On thé 
brink of eternal woe, how precious 
then will Christ appear to our. souls! 
He is just as precious now; just as 
worthy of our love and gratitude. Say 
often: “He loved.me and gave Himself 
for me.” Pray for American Tract So- 

ciety, New York, N. Y. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 4:1-12. 
Persecuted but Not Forsaken 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not de- 
stroyed; always bearing about in_ the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that 
the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body.” Nothing that 
happened to Paul could crush out the 
grace and gratitude in his heart. Dis- 
aster, scorn, or pain were to him op- 
portunities to triumph through God's 
sustaining grace. The Lord’s words: 
“My grace is sufficient for thee” stopped 
every rising murmur in his ransomed 
soul. Do you glory in sufferings for 
Christ and righteousness? Read Mat- 
thew 5:11, 12 and 2 Corinthians 12:10. 
Pray for Slavic Missionary Service, 
South River, N. J. 





